Conceptual Physics

CRANBROOK KINGSWOOD       2006-2007
INSTRUCTOR:  
Mr. Higgins’ office is located between the Physics and Chemistry labs in the east side of 
Gordon Science Building.  


Office phone:  645-3696    
fhiggins@cranbrook.edu
I am on duty at the Gordon Science Building on Monday nights and can be reached there for extra help.

GORDON SCIENCE BUILDING is open Sun-Thurs 7-10 p.m. for extra help and lab usage.

TEXTBOOKS:  
Conceptual Physics by Paul Hewitt, most recent edition. (Addison-Wesley Publishers)


Laboratory Manual (Gerson)  (bring this every day)


Concept Development Practice Book (Addison-Wesley)

MATERIALS:
pencil or pen, TI-83 calculator with link cable, metric ruler, graph paper

NOTEBOOK:   
You will get, keep, and maintain a three-ring binder, in which you will keep a record of all 
that you do in this class.  It will be divided into sections recording the order of areas 
covered.  This notebook will be graded periodically for neatness and content, and it is to 
serve as your study guide for each semester as you prepare for your exams. Nothing else is 
to be kept in this notebook except for your Physics work.  At the end of each semester, this 
notebook will receive a major homework grade.  

 HOMEWORK 
will count approximately 20% of your quarter grade.  It will be assigned several nights per 
week and is expected to be complete at the beginning of the class period (otherwise it is 
considered late). 

LABS 
are extremely important for this class and will constitute 30% of your grade.  We will 
spend much of the week doing labs and you are expected to gather and interpret data 
appropriately.  Each lab will have instructions and questions to be answered.   Informal 
labs will probably be worth 10 points and formal labs (with write-ups) will be worth 20 
points. 

The Science department’s late paper policy dictates, “daily homework assignments will not be accepted late except in the case of excused absences.  Major assignments will be accepted no more that one day late” and will receive a daily 10% penalty.  All assignments are due at the beginning of class when called for by the instructor.

QUIZZES 
should be expected once per week, usually on Fridays.  Each will be worth about 10 
points.

MAJOR TEST 
will be offered at the end of each quarter, covering everything up to that point.  


Quizzes and tests together will equal 50% of your quarter grade.

SEMESTER EXAMS are semester cumulative and will count as 20% of your semester grades.  They will be based on all of your previously assigned homework, reading, labs, tests, quizzes, notes, and handouts for the semester, so DO NOT throw any of your old tests or quizzes away.

YOUR SEMESTER GRADE will be calculated from the given percentages, using this formula:

grade  =   [(hw x .2) + (labs x .3) + (tests/quizzes x .5)] x (.8)     +     (exam x .2)

YOUR FINAL GRADE will be the average of the two semester grades.
IF YOU ARE ABSENT, meet with the instructor as soon as possible to make up your work.  You have twice the number of school days missed to get your missing work completed, and it is UP TO YOU to make all arrangements with the teacher.  If you do not do so, your missing work could result in a zero.  (very bad)
IF YOU MISS A TEST OR QUIZ THAT YOU KNEW WAS SCHEDULED, you are expected to take that test on the day you return.  If you miss the day before a test or quiz, and no new material was introduced, you must take that test or quiz on the day you return,  with your classmates.  That is, all tests/quizzes are to be taken on the assigned days, or as soon as you return to school.

MISSED LABS must be made up on your own time.   Make arrangements with your instructor immediately. 

DON’T BE LATE for class as you will be marked Tardy.  3 Tardies = 1 unexcused absence.  If you are late for class by 20 minutes or more, you will be marked absent.  If you are late for class and the homework has already been taken up, you will receive a grade of zero on it.
EXTRA HELP from the instructor is available on request.

PLAGIARISM  is defined in your student handbook and is not tolerated.  If a minor assignment is deemed to have been copied, the assignments of  all students involved will receive a zero and warning.  Repeat offenders will be turned in to the deans.  Cheating on major assignments will result in a 50% penalty on that assignment and disciplinary action. 

THE DRESS CODE is outlined in your handbook.  Understand it.

LEAVE FOOD AND DRINK OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM.  Or it will be disposed of or eaten by the instructor.

NO ELECTRONIC DEVICES BESIDES CALCULATORS OR TRANSLATORS ARE TO BE ACTIVE DURING CLASS TIME.  They will be held by me if you have such things as cell phones or audio devices on during class.

Your notebook should be open at the beginning of class, ready to have notes added to it.  Loose-leaf paper is fine for note taking, though some students prefer the spiral notebook.  If it goes on the board, it is worth copying into your notes.   I recommend colored pencils or pens to enhance your daily note taking.

Enter class each day with the purpose of learning and being excited about science.  You will do very well if you make sure that you understand everything that is covered, and make sure to ask questions if it will help you to comprehend.  If you are not having fun, then you probably will not do well in the class.

This will be a great year!

One guarantee:  you will get as much out of this class as you put into it.  If you are willing to do all of the assignments and work hard to gain understanding, your grade will reflect your efforts.  More importantly, you will be better prepared to move on to more complex science classes in your future at Cranbrook.
