Comet to Hit Earth

Indian Ocean is the Target

(UPI)  San Antonio TX
Astronomers at the meeting of the American Astronomical Association reported yesterday the shocking prediction that a large comet is expected to hit the Earth in a matter of months.  Jane Braithwaite of the University of Arizona revealed her predictions at the annual meeting of professional astronomers.  Comet Morris, named after its discoverer, amateur astronomer David Morris, is on a certain collision course with the Earth, which will result in an impact on or about July 29 of next year.


Braithwaite said there was little doubt that the comet would hit the Earth.  The exact location of the impact is in doubt but is thought to be somewhere in the northwest portion of the Indian Ocean.  The time of the impact has been predicted to be in the morning in that part of the world.  The comet is estimated to be some 25 kilometers, (15 miles), in diameter and is still beyond the orbit of Mars.


Bruce McGuiness of the Harvard Center for Astrophysics confirmed Braithwaite’s calculations using independent observations.  Astronomers at the Mount Jennings Observatory in Wisconsin have been photographing the comet with the 36-inch refractor since its discovery was reported in late January.  Dr. Richard Wu stated that this was is the most intrinsically brightest comet seen this century.  “From its brightness, we can deduce that this object is at least 20 kilometers in diameter.” he said.


A comet is suspected to have hit Siberia in 1908, resulting in little loss of life but with effects felt around the world.  In 1994, a similar collision occurred between a comet and the planet Jupiter.  That comet had been ripped into more than twenty fragments by the gravitational effects of Jupiter before the impact.   Widespread effects in the jovian atmosphere were easily visible from Earth at that time and for months afterward.  The same fragmentation might happen to this comet as it approaches Earth, causing a much wider area to be affected by its impact.  

 
Reaction to the report has sent world governments into a state of confusion.  India’s Prime Minister could not be reached.  The Secretary General of the United Nations, Arash Benouti, called for an emergency meeting of the Security Council to discuss plans for the possible evacuation of coastal areas in south Asia and on the Indian subcontinent.  


Officials in Washington had no comment on the announcement, however ships of the Sixth Fleet are currently stationed in the Indian Ocean.  The President is on retreat at Camp David this week but has been informed of the situation.

